Evaluation Help Sheet
Artistic:
Reference your artistic and creative abilities while working throughout this project and during the recording/production. Comment on problems and issues throughout the process and how you were able to overcome these. Again, please provide examples to support. 

Your Strengths:
Comment on what you believe are your strengths and allow you to work creatively and artistically, for example ‘I am open to new music and able to use this to develop interesting ideas by...’ – use at least 3 examples. 
Your Weaknesses: 
Comment on what you believe are your weaknesses and may stop you from working creatively and artistically, for example ‘I think I need a greater understanding of musical composition because...’ – use at least 3 examples. 
What worked well: 
Comment on what artistic and creative elements you believed worked well and why – use at least 3 examples
What did not work well: 
Comment on what artistic and creative elements you believed did not work well and why – use at least 3 examples. 
Professional and Vocational:
Reference your professional skills while working throughout this project and how they might help you in the future in the real music industry. Please provide examples to support. 
Your Strengths: 
Comment on what you believe are your strengths and allow you to work professionally, for example, ‘I am able to work as part of a term, for example....’ – use at least 3 examples. 
Your Weaknesses: 
Comment on what you believe are your weaknesses and may stop you from working professionally, for example ‘I need to develop my time management skills because....’ – use at least 3 examples. 
What worked well: 
Comment on what professional elements you believe worked well and why. For example, ‘we were able to use the studio time to the full because...’ – use at least 3 examples. 
What did not work well: 
Comment on what professional elements you believe did not work well and why. For example, ‘I am sometimes easily distracted and can lose focus because...’ – use at least 3 





Task 1- Example
Evaluation
I have acquired many musical skills from being interested in music and performing from a young age. I am able to play a wide range of instruments and a wide range of different genres. From starting off doing musical theatre at the age. singing and teaching myself to play guitar from the age of 5 to now being able to play piano, harmonica and saxophone and many other instruments.  One skill I have is being able teach others the skills I have learnt, and I enjoy teaching others that are keen to learn. From singing from a young age, I have developed quite a wide vocal range and am continuing to work on it by doing vocal exercises and looking after my voice.  I have also achieved grades in rock and pop and classical/jazz vocals. I also have gained a lot of performance skills such as being confident on stage, projecting my voice and having good stage presence. I use these skills frequently as I perform at various events such as weddings, christenings and parties.  I am always extremely focused when rehearsing for gigs as I am a bit of a perfectionist and every song, I'm performing has to be perfect at least a week before the gig. This ensures that there is a very low chance of anything going wrong and also that my performance is to the highest of quality especially if I'm being paid. 
​
Institutions- 
ICMP- The Institute of contemporary music performance. - London 
​
Course- Creative Musicianship BA Hons in Music. 
Website-     https://www.icmp.ac.uk/course/ba-hons-creative-musicianship 
YouTube-   https://www.youtube.com/theicmp 
Instagram- https://www.instagram.com/icmplondon/ 
Entry requirements-  something equivalent  to 80 ucas points 
Additional entry requirements- audition and interview 
The first university course that I looked into was the Creative Musicianship BA Hons in Music at The Institute of Contemporary Music Performance which is actually a course I have been looking at for a while now and is potentially my first choice of course as I preferably want to go to a university in London. I first started off by looking at the website which gave a lot of information on the course and its benefits and explaining what you could go on to do next with the degree the course gets you when you have completed it. I then went on to look at their Instagram which was very appealing; it was filled with a mix of many videos about the particular course I am looking in to of past and current students speaking about their experiences and showcasing what they do on the course. I also had a look at their YouTube channel which was full of informative videos, reviews and many clips of student’s stories. Going back on to the website and reading more I realised that the course is actually an incredibly good fit for me. Within the first sentence on the course’s page, it talks about how the course is ‘highly flexible’ and that the course ‘moulds itself around you and your artistic journey.’ It also says, ‘no matter what your goal is this degree will equip you with all the tools you need to succeed '. This appeals to me as I am not quite sure on the exact job I want to go in to; all I know is that I want to be in the music industry. The course is also open to any instruments which is especially good for me as I can play quite a few instruments, which means I could go in and just sing or sing and play guitar or both. The website also states that ‘music technology plays a central role in this course’ which is also another aspect of this course that appeals to me as one of my strong points and something I enjoy, find interesting and would like to learn more about is music tech.  The Music industry is also something else I want to learn more about, and this course also goes into that with ‘successful industry specialists showing you exactly how the music business works.’ Overall, there are many aspects of this course which one I feel like I would enjoy and two feel would be beneficial to me. I also feel like would help me figure out what job I want to go in to afterwards. 
BIMM Institute. 
Course-BMUS Hons popular music performance.  London  
 Website-https://www.bimm.ac.uk/courses/bmus-hons-music-performance/ 
YouTube channel-  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmA64TnsaDBwd11EcOZKkCQ 
Instagram- https://www.instagram.com/bimm_london/?hl=en 
then looked on the BIMM Institute website to see if there were any courses that appealed to me. The first course that caught my eye was the BMUS Hons popular music performance course.  From reading about the course on the website I have realised that much like the course I looked in to at ICMP that this course also revolves around you and the website states that you can ‘tailor your course to your own artistic and career aims’ which like before is useful to me. A strength of this course is that it doesn't just focus on the main aspect of music performance, being on stage, it also focuses on other aspects such as ‘session skills, songwriting, composing, arranging and more.’  which to me is useful as I really want to get better at songwriting. The website also claims this course will allow you to ‘become equipped you with the skills and drive required to be successful in any musical situation’ this statement caught my eye as if I had the knowledge to be successful in any musical situation that would most likely make me quite employable and would allow me to solve any problems that I may face myself quite easily. I then went and had a look at the other channels the institute had. I first looked at their Instagram and overall, their Instagram was quite interesting and had many interesting aspects. One aspect of the page that caught my eye was a collection of posts all about alumni students, however the twist was that it was famous alumni students. Singer,songwritter and guitarist James Bay was one to be featured in a video talking all about his experiences at BIMM and expresses that it helped him ‘open his eyes to what it takes to make it in the music industry and how much of a great learning experience it was for him. This does make you think that if he has had such success starting off at BIMM that maybe you could do the same. Just that alone and stories shared from other successful students makes me feel like it would be a good place to study because they’ve all ended up doing something that I love to do; performing. 
​
​
​
​
​
​
Employment research-
Music teacher- 
The first job I looked into as part of my employment research was a music teacher. I firstly looked into the requirements and routes you could go down to be one. When researching into the requirements I found out that you need 2 or 3 a levels including music or equivalent , so realised if I did want to be a music teacher I was on the right course at the moment. I then also found out you need a degree in a relevant subject for postgraduate study. So if I was to go and do one of the courses that I've looked into during my institution research that I could go down the route of becoming a music teacher. I then looked at various sources such as websites and YouTube videos of music teachers which told me the skills you need to become a music teacher such as: ‘verbal communication skills’, ‘ability to teach pupils how to do something’ and ‘leadership skills’ which are all things I've picked up whilst teaching private instrumental lessons, I also just really enjoy teaching others; sharing my knowledge of something that I have a passion for.  Which is why I feel that becoming a music teacher is maybe something I could work towards.  
​
Session musician-  
Another job that I was quite interested into looking into is a session musician. So I first looked into the pay of a session musician and I found out that in the Uk the average rate per track is £100. So I do feel that session work is a bit hit or miss to whether it could be your main source of income. Looking further into it I have found out that you are also paid on experience as ‘new players could be seeking studio experience and get paid nothing’ and players with more experience can earn up to £3000-£4000 per session. I think the more experience you have the more the likeness you could make a living out of session work. The only downside is because you are paid by track, if I track took a few weeks to record you would still only get paid your rate for one track so it may seem like a bit of a waste of time. Overall, from what I've read about being a session musician I think session work is a good job to have on the side if you need a bit of extra money but I don’t think I would go in to it as a full time job, just due to the fact that it seems to be quite unpredictable. 
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Personal Statement- 
Growing up in a family full of musicians from a young age I was surrounded by music I have always been fascinated by all the different genres and in awe of people that made music. From my dad playing guitar and singing to me since a baby at the age of 5 I decided I wanted to do the same, so I picked up a guitar and decided to learn to play myself. I then went on to having singing lessons and started to develop my own sound specific to me. Once I got to that point and started to write my own music, I realised that music was one thing that made me extremely happy and something I had a passion for, which is why it is something I want as my future career. 
I have always been very keen to learn new things, especially new instruments. Having members of my family that are not only guitarists that are also drummers, vocalists and pianists always kept me busy. From starting to be properly interested in learning to play instruments to now I can now play not only guitar, drums and piano but instruments like the harmonica, banjo, saxophone, flute and trumpet. Being able to play a lot of instruments gives me a lot of freedom when writing music as I can write a much wider range of genres. For example, I could easily write country/folk music because I can play the banjo, guitar and harmonica which are three instruments heard in folk music a lot of the time.  
Gigging for the pleasure of others has always been something I've loved to do and due to that I made the choice after busking and being asked by someone to play at their wedding, to offer that to everyone. I have now played at weddings, christenings, parties and other functions now for 4 years and it was the best thing I ever did for myself. It gave me the chance to develop my performance skills and gain so much confidence.  
Although I have never properly been in a band and have always just performed solo, I am always very keen to jam and co-write music with others as it makes me so happy to be surrounded by others that share the passion of music with me and it is a great learning opportunity; a chance for me to pick up and teach others new skills. 
Because of my joy of being around people who share the same interest as me university naturally seems like the right choice for me and will give me the chance to really grow as a musician and give me the opportunity look in to areas of music I don’t know a lot about and also to consolidate the knowledge I already have. 
​
​
​
Cv-  
Name: XXXXXXXX
 
Professional summary- 
Keen, professional performer who can perform a wide range of genres of music. 
Can provide vocals and play a range of instruments including; guitar, piano. 
Achieved grades in pop and rock and classical/jazz vocals. 
9 years of music performance experience. 
Work experience  
Events performer-  
February 2018- present 
Hired to perform at weddings, christenings, parties and other various events. 
Able to play wide range of different genres to suit everyone's taste. 
Can perform acoustic set alone- (vocals, guitar and piano or to backing track if preferred) 
Or can play in a band. 
 
 education-  
North Kesteven Academy- Lincoln 
September 2016- May 2021 
Gcse grades- 
Maths-4  
English language- 4 
English literature- 4  
Biology-5 
Chemistry-5 
Physics-4 
German-4 
History-4 
Music -9 
Dance- level 2 merit 
Drama-6 
Level 3 Diploma in music performance and production 
Lincoln college- Lincoln 
November 2021-May 2022 
pass 
Level 3 extended diploma in music performance and production.  
North Lindsey College- Scunthorpe  
September 2022- presen
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Project 1

Task 1

Music Technology Students example.


My First skill to mention is my confidence. This is a starting point as it allows me to work well with others and communicate fluently weather it is in groups or working with other individuals. This is a major asset especially within the industry due to that it may benefit when working as a team. I would not shy away from an opportunity even if unachievable. This ties into multiple other skills such as my logic skills. Merging the two can allow me to work well in the industry weather as a team or individually. My logic skills combine with my musical skills when it comes to reading notes when forming a track, it allows me to be quick when putting pieces together and does not let other people down. This skill also helped when reachingg out to businesses such as Xrocker to see if they needed any music in which fact they did. 
 
Second skill I contain is my dedication. For example, I have taken a large part of my last year and spent my own time and saving up for a MacBook Pro, affording logic, and spending my own time on the software to keep up with other people on my course. I started using logic at the beginning of the year at college using their version of the software on their equipment however I could not progress in my own time, so I took the opportunity to acquire my own laptop and start producing in my free time. I was mostly self-taught with the help of another student on my course who has similar interests. I came from scratch when joining this course in terms of my music which meant I had to learn double, and this shows my determination to said subject. Throughout the course I never gave up and equalled my practical work with my written work, so I got the grade I was trying to achieve.  
 
Also, I have witnessed a major changed in my character development and my confidence throughout my time and roles I have progressed with on the course. Such as many major events like the end of year show and Casanova studios which has allowed me to get an insight of the industry and has allowed me to progress my knowledge in other aspects of the course such as mic placement and setting up equipment rather than using logic. However, logic still came in handy when recording. This has also allowed me to engage with different people and take part in different social skills as I cooperate over a familiar topic that I am trying to learn. Since the start of the year, I had some major areas I needed to improve on such as my logic skills. I aspire to use logic all the time and produce mainly on there as I prefer it to other software's. I invested in a laptop to help me engage more at home and improve my skills on a day-to-day basis which allowed me to progress further on each unit. Unit 1 engaged me the most as it allowed me to play about with the software and I wouldn’t have developed the greater understanding and it wouldn’t allow me to have that ability to collaborate with other students. Unit 1 progressed me the most as another student taught me the basics and we patterned an instant idea for the FMP. 
 
Overall,I am a great listener and can work excellent in teams or individually and I am always open to learning new things.  my skills will not only help learn from this unit but will outshine others when coming to practical work. With a major improvement to most of my skills music related and character development will allow me to progress and do even better than last year not only with the material that I will produce but the written work ill hand in.  
 
The first institution I have chosen to research is DBS Institute located in Manchester. This course offers a wide range of value towards music production and sound recording such as during the course you will gain a deep understanding of working in a studio environment, including listening skills, mixing and remixing, mastering, acoustics, psychoacoustics, music technology and much more, providing you with an advanced skill set in recording and music production techniques. In addition I will have access to a substantial guest lecture programme throughout the three years with topics ranging from demonstration and instruction in new technology to personal viewpoints and techniques from experienced professional practitioners. 
​
This course is taught by dBs and awarded by Falmouth University.
​
It contains a three year course where I will explore industry-standard equipment and techniques used in recording studios. You’ll study key sonic principles and processes surrounding the production and mixing of music, and begin preparing to apply for work experience within the industry. Modules could include:
​
Modules
· Studio Practice
· Music Production
· Production Analysis
· Mixing
· Creative Recording Techniques
· Industry Foundations
​
Ill learn about mastering and refine your production skills, moving beyond traditional recording and mixing techniques into new territories such as immersive audio. You’ll also develop your academic skills and industry connections through working on your own research and commercial projects. Modules could include:
Modules
· Advanced Music Production
· Immersive Audio
· Advanced Mixing & Mastering
· Applied Acoustics
· Industry Practice
· Research Practice
​
You’ll prepare for industry or further study by consolidating your professional portfolio, developing production tools and exploring opportunities for innovation in audio production. You’ll complete a final research project, where you’ll turn in-depth research into an extended piece of writing or production project that can provide a basis for progressing into industry or on to postgraduate study. Modules could include:
Modules
· Innovation
· Professional Portfolio Development
· Professional Portfolio Delivery
· Extended Research Project
​
UCAS CodesBristol W352
Manchester W366
Plymouth W353
Institution CodeF33
LocationsBristol / Manchester / Plymouth
AttendanceFull Time
Level of StudyUndergraduate - Level 4,5 & 6
Course Duration3 Years
Fees£9250 per year (UK/Home Fee)
Start DateSeptember 2023
​
This university stands out to me as it ticks a many boxes and has multiple choice of locations for me to decide. 
​
​
The second institute I have chosen is Leeds Beckett University.
This Course gives you the opportunity to build upon your practical and theoretical experience of contemporary music production and apply a range of creative production approaches in industry-standard studio facilities. This course will help you to develop the skills and knowledge to take your production ambitions further, nurture your confidence to work within the music and media industries, and prepare you for further study.
As part of this course, you’ll:
· Learn from internationally-recognised researchers and experienced industry professionals
· Explore the technical and creative aspects of recording, arranging, mixing and producing
· Produce a wide range of commercial and non-commercial musical projects 
· Critically analyse the productions of others in a variety of contexts
· Work with peers and collaborate with other artists and producers
 
Specialist facilities
You’ll have access to a suite of high-quality, professional music studios approved by JAMES, the accrediting body of the Music Producers Guild and the Association of Professional Recording Services.
Industry expertise
You’ll learn from regular visiting speakers from the music and film industries and a highly skilled and experienced teaching team. We have fantastic links with local and national music, arts and festival organisations, which help to ensure you can get the most from your course.
Artist in Residence Sessions
Our Artist in Residence sessions will give you the opportunity to work alongside professional artists and gain an insight into what it’s like to work on a professional music project. They have previously welcomed artists Chris T-T, Ian Prowse, I Monster, Tom Williams, Utah Saints and Matt Deighton.
​
The first employment role I have looked into has been assisted by the website, LinkedIn this allowed me to easily find multiple places to apply and the register through the website. This website was easy to use and easy to navigate for all ages with the understanding of a laptop. The role is labeled as a music manager for Randstad. This role is paid on a PAYE basis £25 - £31 p/h (£53,000 and £64,000 per annum)and you'll be entitled to 33 days paid holiday, inclusive of bank holidays, per year, pro-rata.
​
In this role I will help build music and content promotional strategies to connect with communities across genres and interest groups - across multiple social digital platforms, at both a global and market-specific scale. I will also support the execution of these programs by working closely with external partners and internal teams, both locally and internationally.
You are a self-starter who will ramp up quickly to contribute to our Music Programming & Content Strategy team. You have experience working as a content programmer for short form / long form video services, music magazines, radio stations, streaming services or as a music journalist. You are well-versed with France’s multiple entertainment industries, are passionate about Music, and possess in-depth knowledge of various genres from multiple & diverse perspectives. You have a deep understanding of the creator ecosystem, are comfortable with Short Form Video platforms and are able to analyse & identify trends before they go viral.
Additionally, you bring strong analytical abilities and impeccable oral and written communication skills. You’re comfortable working with large teams of cross-functional specialisation and problem solving daily, in collaboration with product, design, marketing, engineering, and other teams to develop an innovative user experience. You enjoy working both independently and collaboratively to develop new ideas and scalable processes. You bring a proven ability to prioritise, meet critical deadlines, and take on challenging tasks with enthusiasm and a problem-solving mindset. You’re passionate, contributing your thoughts and ideas to making music best-in-class for artists, industry and fans. 
​
Roles & Responsibilities 
· Develop and execute the strategy for promoting music and driving engagement
· Develop and execute strategies for new product programming initiatives
· Build on understanding of Culture and Entertainment consumption trends to drive higher engagement and a deeper connection with the Artists and Fans
· Oversee 'lifecycle of a song' programming across on-platform and playlist ecosystems and the broader user experience
· Conduct metrics-based analysis of programming campaigns
· Contribute to music’s global programming & content strategy team and its efforts to drive improvements and innovative features on behalf of users worldwide.
· Support partner and technical teams to troubleshoot customer-facing issues.
​
Qualifications that are required
 
· BA / BSc or equivalent relevant work experience (manager is open to degree)
· 3+ years in a programming role in Radio / online digital music content business
· Successful track record of delivering user engagement through building multi platform experiences and communities
· Excellent written, presentation and verbal communication skills
· Passionate about music, with a deep understanding of local entertainment industries
· Working knowledge of content in French pop and Varieties or French rap and R&B
· Strong programming and creative skills - ability to craft messaging and work with design and production resources to drive creative execution.
· Strong analytical skills; ability to analyse research or performance data and apply that analysis to optimise our programming strategy
· Digital native, with strong technical skills
· Comfortable with content management tools
· Strong understanding of the competitive landscape and knowledge of short form and long form video content
· Comfortable working in a fast changing environment ability to work across functions and divisions, with global teams, and deliver measurable results
· Have the right to work in the UK
· Worked in the UK for at least 1 year
​
The second job role I looked into was a Production Assistant for Music Meastro Located in London. This application was also found through LinkedIn as it stood out for its accessibility.
 
Music Maestro provides a range of creative services to the music industry across visual and audio content - specialising in producing marketing assets for singles, albums & playlists.
 
We’ve worked on campaigns for the world’s biggest artists including Drake, Little Mix, Sam Smith, Doja Cat, Bob Marley, Major Lazer, Amy Winehouse, Sigala and more.
​
Summary
 
Manage the production of creative content and assist the management team across key areas of the business.
 
Responsibilities
 
· Assist with the production and delivery of content e.g. video ads, social assets
· Coordinate and direct creative talent
· Adhere to water-tight workflows, processes and systems
· Plan and prioritise multiple tasks across numerous projects
· Develop and maintain relationships with clients
· Liaise with clients on any queries or request
· 
· 
· Interpret client briefs and propose original ideas
· Monitor creative trends and collate creative references
· Efficient clearance, trafficking & delivery of ads for TV, Radio, VoD, Cinema
· Assist with approval and sign off of creative assets
· Organise and maintain assets across various tools/platform
· Assist with search for creative talent
· Manage budgets and quotes
· Requesting and raising Purchase Orders
 
Requirements
 
· Experience managing the delivery of high-quality video content
· Basic knowledge of Adobe CC
· Passionate and knowledgable about all things music
· Strong grasp of social media platforms
· Good understanding of various formats/specs for digital assets
· Excellent creative, written and communication skills
· Innovative thinker with a creative flair
· Presentable, punctual and polite
· Strong initiative and problem solver
· Excellent organisational skills
· Friendly, hard working and keen to learn
· Acute attention to detail essential
· Pro-active and confident team player
 
This role comes with fantastic opportunities to learn fast and to develop a career in the music industry. We are a small team who are committed to raising the bar. As such, we want to find an individual who will hit the ground running and help develop the business.


  __________________________________________________________________
How to write a personal statement

https://www.personalstatementwriter.com/music-personal-statement-tips-sheet/


How To Write A Personal Statement For Music


Avoid generic statements

You have a limited amount of space, so steer clear of very general statements such as “I have loved music since the day I was born”.
We already know about your passion for Music, given that you are applying to study it! So use this opportunity to tell us what we don't know about you and what sets you apart from others. Tell us about your music and why you want to study on your chosen course.
Give specific examples 
Enthusiasm is good, and welcome, but your statement needs to convey evidence of achievement – or potential. Tell us about places you’ve played, recordings you’ve made, tours, etc. It’s great to read about what you like, but even better to see what you’ve done about it in practical terms.
You don’t need to list everything you’ve done, but please do include your key achievements. It comes down to showing us why you're an impressive applicant, not just telling us that you are.
Show that you can think and write about music intelligently 
Music degree programmes balance performance and musical practice with academic study. We are looking for evidence of your potential to study, think and write about music, as well as perform it.
What books, articles, blogs etc. have you read or written that are relevant? Do you have any theories about music of your own that you hope to develop during your studies. It makes a difference if your application shows that you can play, think and communicate intelligently about music.
 Make your statement cohesive 

Try to avoid just giving us a list of gigs attended or played and of books you might have read. If you can integrate and link all of this information, we can get a clearer sense of how your study/practice of music have informed one another.
A personal statement is our first glimpse of your writing, show us that you're a persuasive writer who can build an argument in a way that's engaging and not repetitive. 
We also like to know where you might hope to take your music study and practice in the future.
 
Proofread multiple times

It sounds obvious but we have received many statements that clearly haven’t been proofread, and it's really disappointing when this inattention to detail has hurt an otherwise impressive candidate. You want to present yourself in the best possible light and this is a really good way of ensuring that all your hard work comes across well. Make sure to check your spelling, grammar and formatting so that your statement is easily read and does you and your application justice.
A common piece of advice for this is to ask someone else to read your statement. Alternatively, if you're not keen on the idea of sharing your work, try read it out loud to yourself or reading it backwards - it's easier to notice mistakes this way.

[image: ]
Examples:
Example 1:
 From a young age I have been very interested in popular music and It's culture. My interest started at my family gatherings. My older cousins used to bring their instruments with them and play pop songs everyone knew and most times it ended up with everyone jamming and singing along. It was thrilling to be a part of and I was very intrigued by the way people can play instruments together by ear. I feel very grateful to have a musical family, It's given me a real appreciation for many different styles of music and cultures.
I play the bass guitar. I took it up after being fascinated by the deep sound and liked working together with the drummer as the solid foundation of an ensemble. I also play various hand drums which has taught me about some aspects of drumming and helps me play tighter. In school I learnt mainly by jamming with my friends. This quickly turned into a band and opened up the opportunity for us play regularly in school assemblies and start playing gigs in our local area. I started to learn about what is was to be a musician and I knew I wanted to take it further. I went to Walsall college to study a BTEC in popular music. It was very hands on
and opened up my eyes to the greater world of music with lessons covering live sound, theory, producing and many more areas. It taught me a lot about how life can be in the music industry and about the jobs that are part of it. Overall college taught me many skills that help me get employed as a musician, like being able to think on my feet with improvisation.
I have played bass for a range of bands including function, church, metal, rock and acoustic. It's shown me the importance of being able to play many different styles and this gives me the ability to take more musical opportunities when the arise. Although playing an instrument is something I like to take seriously, I really enjoy it. I've learnt that when playing a show, just small things like being early and having a band dress code can really make an impact on how the band is received by the audience and venue staff. I consider the bass guitar to be my main instrument but I like to explore other areas of music too, as I find it essential to being a musician. I have an acoustic act with my brother. It has taught me about song writing, the use of vocal harmonies and computer software like Ableton Live to make audio samples and loops for the act.
I have had experience within other areas of music too. In my gap year in New Zealand I worked as a promoter for a pub, on top of my day job. I found it was mainly about convincing people that my venue and acts are worth seeing with a great deal of social networking, flyering and posters in key areas. Having done well as a promoter I got the position of choosing some of the bands, becoming a part of the events managing team. I found this to be a big responsibility and very rewarding. It helped me develop a closer relationship with the rest of the staff and the bands, giving me more opportunities for work.
In my non-musical interests I like to build and repair computers. This has given me an appreciation for quality with my builds and to be thorough in checking for faults with connections and systems. It's a skill which links with my live sound abilities. I also like to go to new places and experience new cultures. I have learned a lot from my time in New Zealand about myself and the music business and want to travel more in the future. It's also given me an appreciation and a much bigger interest in world music.
From my experiences over the past few years I am set on choosing music. I have a great desire to learn and with my experience in promotion and currently working on two different musical projects and working towards grade 6 theory, I really want to take myself to the next level of education. I feel that University is the way to get to that next step, with new learning and life opportunities.

Example 2:

Music has always been one of my main interests and passions and I have always strived to learn and develop my skills and understanding of music as much as possible in my free time. It was only recently that I decided to pursue this interest further and study it full-time, academically at university as it is what I truly believe I want to be doing all my life.
It all started when I was eleven years old in secondary school and I was exposed to all kinds of genres of music rather than the standard chart hits I was listening to prior. I thought it was amazing how much great music there is out there and it wasn’t long before I decided I wanted to be able to play some music myself. This led me to start playing the guitar as soon as I could afford one. Over the years I eventually moved on to learn the drums and piano as well, which further helped my understanding of music and how different instruments all come together to create certain types of sounds.
Of course I was eager to form and join bands all the time and that only boosted my enthusiasm for the art – playing alongside and discussing music with fellow musicians gave me an incredible amount of confidence and skills I wouldn’t have obtained otherwise. It wasn’t until I started making recordings of my bands that I stumbled upon the production side of music. It amazed me how vast the area of music production was and it gave me further passion and drive for music as there was all these new areas to learn. Straight away I dug into using software such as Ableton Live and Cubase to record, create and edit my own sounds and that further increased my understanding and thirst to learn even more about sound engineering.
Other than just playing and creating music, I’ve also always enjoyed going to gigs, festivals and such, just to see music being performed live. I always get engrossed with how musicians play and thoroughly enjoy seeing their techniques as well as enjoying the sound itself. In later years when I started going to clubs and raves I discovered the wonderful art of DJing and that was yet another skill I wanted to learn for myself. By this point you could say I was completely obsessed with music and was what I spent all my free time indulging in.
In college I chose to study ICT as that another of my main interests. Since I was nine I’ve explored and studied a variety of areas including web development, networking, programming and hardware assembly. It made sense for me to study ICT post-secondary school as I’ve always been surrounded by it, whether I’m developing software for someone or troubleshooting a friend’s PC. This turned out well as I easily achieved three distinctions at the end of my BTEC and a CCNA networking qualification.
Work-wise, I have worked in the catering business for a number of years now, starting with working part-time behind the counter at a few local takeaways. Then I moved onto taking on a full-time kitchen porter job at a busy sushi restaurant alongside college, eventually working my way up to becoming a commis chef there. Currently I work part-time as a sous-chef at a reputable local restaurant and part-time expediting at a busy local takeaway. These years of experience gave me a great number of invaluable workplace skills – teamwork, punctuality, communication, coordination and the ability to work hard and well.
Overall, I see myself as a person who is keen and willing to learn and experiment with new ideas and technologies, and I hope that doing a music technology course will fuel my passion for music and help me get to where I want to be in the future.

Example 3:
I love music but I also enjoy a challenge. That is why I have decided to focus on music as my future career rather than just a way to relax. I have had an instinctive feel for playing music, singing and moving to music since I was a small child and I have enjoyed training to improve my skills and to make my playing and singing a pleasure for others. That has not always been easy. It’s a lot of hard work at times but the rewards for sticking with it are very worthwhile.
A university course in music is the next natural step for me and I realise that it won’t be easy. It will be an opportunity to grow as a musician and I look forward to being able to immerse myself in music and to develop my skills both on a personal and academic level. Music for me is relaxing but it is that all-encompassing relaxation that comes with the self-discipline required to practice and improve. Learning to play a musical instrument can be torture, but getting through the difficult stages and learning to make the instrument sound good is so satisfying.
Music needs determination, commitment and skill to be able to make it sound good, but being able to apply your musical achievements to build a career also needs a thorough grounding in the music industry. I want to focus on expanding my musical skills and knowledge but also on where it can take me in the future. Studying at university level seems a very natural next step.
I have looked for music courses that allow flexibility and that will give me the widest experience and appreciation for different types of music and different ways of making it. I want to learn the technical knowledge too, building on my experience with music software I have already been using.
College has been a positive experience for me and I am lucky to have been within an environment that was encouraging and challenging at the same time. My music teachers provided the push we needed to achieve our best but were also realistic in the deadlines that they set. This has made me able to cope well with time pressure and I work consistently and well to finish set tasks, which has given me added confidence. I have a high natural ability, with a good ear, timing and good rhythmic skills but I have learned to become a polished performer and to work well within a group.
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